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Subject: Programming of Icom VHF radios 
Objet



Ted Smith asked me to write up the procedure for programming frequencies into the portable Icom VHF radios that were received via the NIF. 

Equipment required; you need a portable or desktop PC running Windows. You need the software “Cloning software CS-M72/M71” and the two piece cable that goes from the computer to the radio. The cable that I have has a RS-232 connector on the computer end. So I had to use an adapter RS-232 to USB. 


I’m not sure if the cable is available in USB or not. 

The two cables you need from the dealer are: OPC-478 and OPC-922. If you’re computer does not have a RS-232 Com Port, you’ll need to purchase the adapter. You’ll also need to purchase the software disc. 

Once all equipment is acquired, install the software from the disc. Be sure to use the M-72 software. Open the program. Go to ‘Programmable CH’ on the left side of the program. We’ll use the P1-P7 channels as these are already active in the U.S. channels. Under the ‘RX’ colum, you type in the frequency that you want. If it’s a simplex channel, you do not need to put anything in the TX column. If it is a duplex channel, you will need enter the transmit frequency in the ‘TX’ column. The frequency may show a slight difference, for example the SAR channel 149.080 may show up as 149.075, however this is because of the steps the radio is designed to take but it will work.

Continue programming the P channels up to P7.


Now you need to make the P channels active on the Canadian band. To do this, go to the CAN-CH list and select the box beside the P channel under CH ATR column. Right click on the box and click Edit. Click on the ‘Appear/Dissapear’, only click this once.


Repeat above for every P channel to make them available on the Canadian band.


Once this is completed, go to ‘File’ -> ‘Save as..’ and name it such as ‘My radio’ or whatever you want. Save it to a location you’ll remember. 


Next, plug in cable into the radio, and the computer, turn the radio on. Now you will have to select the COM port that the radio is on. To find this out, right click on My Computer and click either device manager or Properties then device manager. 


In the radio software, Go to Com port and direct it to the correct COM port number. If you don’t get the COM port number correct the first time, you can keep trying.


Now click the ‘Clone’ menu and choose ‘Write’ from the drop down. A status bar should appear while it does this.


When completed, it should state that the cloning was successful and turn the radio off and back on. You now should have the P channels that you programmed on the Canadian band. 

Disconnect the cables, you’re finished.
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Thanks


Gary R. Masson

Business Manager
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